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DIARY OF EVENTS 
 
 
Just one scheduled meeting this month, but please watch the email and website for 
any additional meetings. 
 
Sunday 15th September - 4pm.  Meeting at the apiary to commence feeding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 
to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings. 
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Many of you will know Richard Flenley, who has given several years of good service to us as a 
member of the WGBKA committee and as one of our representatives on the West Sussex BKA 
committee.   Sadly, Richard and his wife will soon be leaving the area, moving west to be nearer 
their children.   
 
We will miss Richard very much, not just for his pleasant company but also for his keen insight 
into technical and administrative matters, and not least a substantial amount of work trying to in-
fluence a rather unsatisfactory child protection policy circulated by BBKA.   
 
I am sure you will all join me in wishing Richard every happiness and many years of successful 
beekeeping in Devon.  Our loss is their gain. 
 
Tom 

 
The end of season supper has now been booked and is going to be held on Saturday 9th Novem-
ber. 
 
Ticket prices have been held at £7.50 per person and as the 
venue was so good last year, we have once again booked the 
North Hall in Loxwood.  Directions/details at 
www.loxwoodvillagehall.org.uk .  The evening will com-
mence at 7pm.   
 
Please contact Daisy to book in at wellington-
days@hotmail.co.uk or on 07980 280852 and indicate 
whether you wish to bring a pudding or a salad. 
 
Meat and liquid refreshments will be provided by the division and included in your ticket price. 
 
Never been before?  Sounds like a great evening?  Well, it is (and we don't just talk bees!) so book 
up your places as soon as possible because we get booked up early and remember please bring 
along partners, husbands, wives if you wish. 
 
Look forward to seeing you all there. 
 
Daisy  



 

There is an old saying ‘There is nothing new in beekeeping’ and I was 
reminded of that during the lecture in Pulborough by Gianluigi Bigio 
on hygienic bees.  Much of what we were told simply confirms what 
we already know.  This work has been carried out for many years and 
was the subject of an article in the American beekeeping magazine ‘Bee 
Culture’ in 1998, the text of which can be found here: 
www.dave-cushman.net/bee/hygenequeen.html. 
 
There was recent discussion at a West Sussex BKA meeting about members supporting this work 
by testing their own bees and feeding results back to the researchers.  On paper this might sound a 
good idea, but I’m not happy at untrained people getting too close to liquid nitrogen, when in a 
work situation they would need a considerable amount of training.  I do wonder about the value of 
such data anyway, especially when we consider the number of queens that are being imported that 
will dilute any progress made.  I’m all for improving our bees, but I think improvement should be 
sustainable and I’m not sure hygienic behaviour will be.  It will need everyone to work together 
and I don’t think they will.  I remember a campaign several years ago trying to get everyone to 
treat for varroa at the same time.  It was a good idea on paper, but everyone thought it was some-
thing everyone should do except them! 
 
We are getting to the end of the beekeeping season and we need to make sure our bees are in a 
good state to survive the forthcoming winter.  Varroa treatments should have been started, if not 
finished, and this year we are trying four at Dounhurst, including two new ones, Thymovar and 
MAQS.  The purpose of using so many is to try and provide members with information they can 
use when treating their own bees.  This brings me to a point that has bothered me for some time.  
Whatever we see or learn is only available to a small number of people.  This could be what hap-
pens in a group or an overall situation like I mention above.  The purpose of a teaching apiary is to 
teach, but how can we when only a few are involved?  For a short time we had a debriefing session 
when we came back from the bees, where one person in each group told the others what had been 
seen.  We might then have a discussion on how to deal with that or a similar situation.  This didn’t 
work very well for a number of reasons.  If it is written in the newsletter it is some time after the 
event.  If anyone has any bright ideas please let me know. 
 
Back to the winter…If you don’t have shallow floors you will need to put on mouseguards.  The 
end of October  is usually about right, but a couple of years ago I trapped a mouse inside a colony 
that was flying well, so be careful.  I remove the cover over one feedhole to give through ventila-
tion and this prevents mouldy combs in the spring.  Bees won’t be colder if you do that.  Since 
writing this BBKA News has arrived which includes an article with the same advice.  Woodpecker 
protection can go on in October or November.  This will be done at Dounhurst and for those new 
to beekeeping we use plastic, rather than wire netting that needs careful storage during the sum-
mer. 
 
We should be careful about the amount of food colonies have at this time of year.  It is very easy 
to overlook the lack of stores in the brood box as we have recently found out.  On Friday 23rd Au-
gust Martin Hill and myself inspected 8 colonies that were within a couple of miles flying distance 
of Dounhurst.  The bees were collecting a lot of nectar and it was pouring out of the frames as we  
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handled them.  The following day at the Dounhurst meeting there was a poly nuc with bees clustered on the 
front and underneath.  I assumed that as the previous day was hot the bees had absconded due to the thymol 
treatment evaporating quickly.  Inspection showed no food at all and the colony was on the point of starva-
tion.  It had been made up from several colonies shortly before and I know it had plenty of food at that time.  
A few other colonies were also short of food, so we gave them frames of food from other colonies that 
could afford it.  After the amount of time I have been in beekeeping I got caught out, so we are all learning.  
It does show how different the situation can be just a couple of miles away. 
 
There is still plenty to do during the winter with several learning opportunities.  We will be running the 
Winter Learning Days again, so a chance to find out what you don’t know – or what you have forgotten 
from last year!  There is plenty of learning to do, with some of the BBKA leaflets rewritten and don’t forget 
the information on the NBU, Dave Cushman and WG websites.  There will also be the ‘Bee Improvement 
for All’ day on 16th November in Pulborough (full details in this month’s West Sussex Newsletter).  Many 
beekeepers don’t realise they can improve their bees and think that all bees are the same.  This day will be 
packed with information and ideas on some of the simple things you can do, together with some advanced 
techniques for the more experienced beekeeper, so there will be something for everyone.  As you may have 
guessed I’m the tutor and it promises to be so good I will probably go myself!  This is part of a new initia-
tive from the Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders’ Ass’n (BIBBA), working with local BKAs, that is avail-
able nation wide.  If you can’t make that one there is another the previous week in Bracknell.  The event 
has been widely publicised to over 100 BKAs in the South East and bookings have been received already. 
 
Spare kit can be cleaned and repaired ready for the spring, with any new equipment bought or made.  Don’t 
forget the various Thorne’s sales where they sell ‘seconds’, but a reminder it is probably better to select any 
hive parts from a pile, than accept what you are given as you get when pre-ordering.  They are made from 
lower grade wood that may have knots where you need to put nails, so check them out.  We have used these 
for a number of years at Dounhurst and I think they are incredibly good value.  I know that Tom and 
Gordon have a mixture of these seconds and some premium grade.  Just ask them about their value.  That’s 
given them the chance to give you the same answer! 
 
As well as hive parts they usually sell plastic rhombus or 8 way escapes much cheaper than through the 
catalogue.  These are an alternative to my home made clearer boards and in my opinion much better than 
the traditional Porter escapes. 
 
How about looking at expanding your knowledge and operation?  Perhaps you could consider producing 
some cut comb honey next year.  This isn’t difficult, but requires unwired thin foundation.  We don’t nor-
mally stock it, but if you wish to try it have a word with Tom Moore and he may order you some.  I think it 
is popular and at our show we were asked by several people if we had some for sale. 
 
Now some of you have been keeping bees for some time have you considered what you might do with your 
beeswax?  You could exchange it for foundation or make something with it.  There are plenty of recipes 
available for creams, polishes, etc. and there may be a lecture/demonstration during the winter on the sub-
ject. 
 
After our honey show I had to take the observation hive that had been on display back to Dounhurst to put 
the bees back in the hive.  I asked our judge, David Sandwell, if he would like to see our setup and he read-
ily agreed.  After putting the bees back we had a chat for over an hour.  He had been with us from 10.0 am 
to 7.30 pm, judged our exhibits and chatted to us all that time.  I know several members were grateful for 
the help and information he passed on and I think much more can be learnt this way than from reading, sim-
ply because things that are learnt by observation and experience aren’t always in books. 
 
 
Roger 
 
 



 

Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 
 
During August many of us have extracted honey, some have undertaken more than one extraction 
with a final extraction still to do.  Not to be outdone by the previous two years, this season has 
proved to be unpredictable with regard to the weather, forage and what the bees are doing; making 
it difficult for even experienced beekeepers to try and plan when to extract.   
 
The big question was what was going to happen with the Oilseed Rape crop, especially as we ex-
perienced both winter and spring sown crops.  We all know the risk of OSR becoming crystallised 
within the combs, making it impossible to extract in the normal way.  Should we extract even 
though it was not yet fully capped, or wait and risk crystallisation?  Spring sown OSR is a differ-
ent variety to the winter sown one; taking longer to crystallise, and I’m informed it produces a bet-
ter tasting honey.  Which type had our bees been collecting?   
 
Listening to the tales of various members, we all developed our own strategies.  As I write this, the 
division’s extraction takes place in a few days time, on 24th August; so we wait to see if there will 
be any Dounhurst honey for sale. 

 
An added consideration when operating an out-apiary is how to 
transport the supers for extraction without making the interior 
of the car sticky (and ‘the other half’ angry).  A popular solu-
tion amongst members is to place the supers on black plastic 
trays; as displayed by Tom at a recent apiary meeting.  I have 
used them for a number of years with great success.  The trays 
can be found at garden centres, usually referred to as ‘gravel 
trays’ and cost in the region of £7.00; or you can purchase a 
nice looking green one from Thornes for a mere £14.00! 
 

You may be wondering if I have extracted a honey crop.  I have completed one extraction and in-
tend to do one more.  A recent holiday and family commitments delayed my first extraction by a 
couple of weeks.  I was aware there may be spring sown OSR in the combs but crossed my fingers 
that it would be ok.  But like everything in beekeeping, crossing fingers doesn’t work!  Several 
frames obviously contain OSR nectar not extractable by the usual method.  Maybe if I’d extracted 
two weeks earlier I would have got away with it, but that is something you can never know for 
sure.  The question now is what to do with the frames; try to remove the honey or see what the 
bees can do with it.  I have an idea.......... 
 
Look out for an update from my out-apiary next month; including the result of the ‘get the honey 
out of the comb’ experiment! 

Caroline 

Take a look at Tom’s article in the West Sussex BKA Newsletter for an even more expensive option 
to the black plastic garden tray!  Ed. 



Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 
experiences you would like to share, please send articles and photographs to me no 
later than the 20th of the preceding month.  Many thanks.  Graham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Derek reflects on a great day spent at this year’s Cranleigh Show. 
 
A wide range of attractions entertained visitors on a warm Saturday 3 August including dancing 
horses, racing terriers, leaping dogs and exciting BMX tricks. 

 
 What a difference a year makes, 2012 in inches of mud, 2013 
25°c sunny weather with a few clouds. The improved weather 
brought along plenty of people.   
 
The Wisborough Green pitch looked more professional than ever 
with a colourful photo banner showing the journey of honey from 
flower to jar. 
 
Mike manned the ‘Support the Bees’ table and extracted dona-

tions in return for a BBKA booklet full of information about bees.  Leaflet in hand visitors were 
directed to Graham with skeps, a virtual hive and a fabulous display of wild flowers.   
 
The Demonstration hives located in the Gazebo were the main 
attraction patiently manned by Roger, Tom and Gordon.  The 
show is a family day out, lots of children and adults are encour-
aged to find the Queen and in doing so leave with a better un-
derstanding of bees and honey.  A great number of people had 
watched `What’s Killing our Bees` by Bill Turnbull shown on 
BBC 2 the evening before, keen to share their new found 
knowledge with us and to learn some more. 
 
Lastly we captured the audience on their way out with tasters of Wisborough Green Honey and 
tempted them with our bee cosmetics of soaps, creams, candles and of course Joseph’s honey 
fudge.  316 people tasted the honey and we happily sold 117 jars at £6 each. 
 
Thanks go to all mentioned above, but also Daisy, Martin, Maggie and Sue who worked hard eve-
rywhere during the day and kept us all in good supply of teas and homemade cakes. 
 
A very special thanks to Mike Bunyan, whose hard work and organisation delivered a professional 
and interesting pitch, attractive to the whole family.  Wisborough Green BKA put on a show to be 
proud of.   Looking forward to next year already. 

Derek Ready 

Photographs courtesy of Roger Patterson 

 


